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Description 

Public policies that cannot perform effectively under today’s complex, dynamic and 
uncertain conditions run the risk of not achieving their intended purpose. Instead of 
helping, they may actually hinder the ability of individuals, communities and 
businesses to cope with and adapt to change. 
 
Creating Adaptive Policies: A Guide for Policy-making in an Uncertain World was 
among the very first books to distill the principles of complex adaptive systems and 
adaptive management into practical guidance for policy-makers. It describes the 
concept of adaptive policy-making and presents seven principles for creating 
adaptive policies. The insights are also relevant for creating adaptive strategies and 
plans at national, provincial and local levels.  
 
As a companion to the book the Adaptive Design and Assessment Policy Tool, or 
ADAPTool for short, brings the seven principles together in a Microsoft Excel-based 
self-assessment tool for policy-makers to gauge just how adaptive a policy is to a 
given stressor and how well it is contributing to the adaptation needs of 
stakeholders, be it related to climate change, economic shocks or other socio-
economic and environmental stresses. 
 
This webinar gives an overview of the seven principles for creating adaptive policies 
and presents example applications of the ADAPTool to climate change adaptation 
policies in four Canadian provinces. 
 

 

 

Presenter 

Darren Swanson is an associate of the International Institute for 
Sustainable Development, a consultant to the United Nations 
Development Group, and director of Novel Futures Corporation. As a 
strategic management advisor and professional engineer, Darren has 
over twenty years of experience in sustainable development strategies 
and monitoring, adaptive governance and policy-making, foresight and 
scenario planning, climate change adaptation and water-energy-food 
security. With master's degrees in Public Administration in International 
Development from Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government 
and Geo-environmental Engineering from the University of 
Saskatchewan, Darren draws from a diverse science-policy knowledge 
base when assisting organizations in the collective pursuit of 
sustainability, accountability and adaptability. Darren is the lead editor and 
author of the 2009 book entitled ‘Creating Adaptive Policies: A Guide for Policy-making in an Uncertain 
World’.  
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2017-2018 Ontario Regional Adaptation 
Collaboratives Webinar Series  

 
The Ontario Centre for Climate Impacts and Adaptation Resources 

(OCCIAR) presents the following webinar: 

 

 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Suzanne Perdeaux 

Climate Change Researcher 

OCCIAR 

sperdeaux@mirarco.org 

                

This webinar series is sponsored by Natural 

Resources Canada ('NRCan') under the 

Ontario Regional Adaptation Collaboratives 

(RAC) Program. 

For more information, please visit: 

www.ClimateOntario.ca 
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