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1. An overview of Canadaôs Adaptation Platform 
Don Lemmen
Research Manager, Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation Division (CCIAD),

Natural Resources Canada (NRCan)

2. The Coastal Management Working Group 
Dominique Auger, Policy Analyst, CCIAD, NRCan

3. The Energy Working Group 
Monica Harvey, Policy Analyst, CCIAD, NRCan

4. National Knowledge Assessment 
Fiona Warren, Sr. Science Advisor, CCIAD, NRCan
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Vision:A Canada where policy and actions from the local to the national scale 
enhance resilience and prosperity of communities, the economy and the 
environment in a changing climate.

Objectives:

Å Mobilize resources to address common adaptation                                                                      
issues and advance shared interests;

Å Identify linkages and synergies across issues and                                                                                 
regions, and generate support for adaptation action; and

Å Enhance communication to generate a deeper 
understanding of the issues and pointing to 
innovative and effective ways of addressing them.

Membership:

Å Plenary Members are senior representatives that represent ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ

1. Canadaõs Climate Change Adaptation Platform
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Canadaõs Climate Change Adaptation Platform
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Adaptation Platform Working Groups
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Example: Infrastructure and Buildings Working Group

Co-chairs:

Å Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction

Å Engineers Canada

Federal Government - Transport Canada, Public 

Services and Procurement Canada, Natural 

Resources Canada, Infrastructure Canada, Health 

Canada, Standards Council of Canada

Provincial Government ïManitoba, New Brunswick,

British Columbia

NGOs, industry and academia ïFederation of

Canadian Municipalities, ICLEI, Building Operators 

and Managers Association, Canadian Home Builders 

Association, Insurance Bureau of Canada, Cement 

Association of Canada, Ouranos, Simon Fraser 

University, Credit Valley Conservation Authority
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Working group modalities

ÅWorking group participants nominated by Plenary members or co-chairs

ÅEach working group functions according to its own Terms of Reference, 

but most start with producing:
ü State of Play Report

ü Program of Work

ÅPrograms of Work identify actions that will help advance adaptation 

within area of focus.  They are not constrained by available resources or 

organizational mandates.

ÅPlenary members can use the State of Play Reports and Programs of 

Work to help guide investments within their organization.  
ü NRCan Call for Proposals (August 2017) was designed to address 

priorities identified by the working groups addressing Coastal 

Management, Energy, Mining, Economics, Infrastructure and Forestry

(aligning with departmental mandate / priorities)

Å Working groups undertake or support project that produce a wide range of 

Adaptation Platform products. 
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Adaptation Platform Products

http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/environment/impacts-adaptation/adaptation-platform/17176

More than 300 working group products available

Includes:

Å Case studies

Å Decision-support                                                              

tools

Å Risk assessments

Å Cost-benefit                                                     

analyses

Å Best practices

Å Analysis of policy                                                         

and economic                                                       

instruments

http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/environment/impacts-adaptation/adaptation-platform/17176
http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/environment/impacts-adaptation/adaptation-platform/17176
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Adaptation Platform Products - example

Å Led by the Insurance Bureau of Canada (a Plenary member)

Å Case study communities of Halifax and Mississauga

Å Provides a practical methodology for projecting economic impact of weather 

effects of climate change.

ÅHelps make the business case 

to governments, business and 

property owners that investments 

in adaptation measures reduce 

costs over the long term.


