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Webinar Summary
Extreme weather events and storms are becoming the new normal in Ontario. As a result, stormwater, how to manage
it and how to assess and deal with associated risks, are becoming increasingly pressing issues for the province. While
municipalities often build, operate and own stormwater infrastructure, several levels of government hold
responsibilities for managing stormwater, including the province. Consequently, the provincial government has
acknowledged that it must assist communities and conservation authorities in adapting their stormwater systems to a
changing and more volatile climate, including promises to develop direction for municipalities and conservation
authorities on best practices, vulnerability assessments, and updated floodplain mapping.
This presentation provides an overview of stormwater management responsibilities in Ontario, describes the
province’s role in assisting municipalities to adapt infrastructure to climate change, and examines the extent to which
Ontario has fulfilled its various stormwater adaptation commitments. The presentation concludes with a series of
observations that detail how the Ontario government can better support its communities in adapting to climate change.
This presentation will be based on work taken from the Environmental Commissioner of Ontario’s 2014 Greenhouse
Gas Annual Report and the related booklet on infrastructure adaptation.
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