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Increasing species diversity is frequently mentioned as a way to increase ecosystem resilience to
climate change impacts - essentially hedging our bets. But theories need to be tested. New
research results demonstrate that management practices which targeted high risk species and
increased species diversity better protected ecological, economic, and community values when
compared with current forest management practices.
These results are pertinent to today’s natural resource managers because forest health agents are
expected to increase in severity and frequency in a changing climate.
Three retrospective simulations were run for the Merritt Timber Supply Area in British Columbia,
Canada from 1980 to 2060. We assessed three different management scenarios through the 19992012 mountain pine beetle epidemic and into the future to examine affected harvest rates,
growing stocks, net revenue, and net costs per cubic metre.
These results demonstrate that there are economically feasible options for climate change
adaptation through forest management.
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