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Scientific foundation for climate change and 

impacts on water resources but can it tell me 

exactly how I will be impacted in the future? 

Mainstream into policy: 25 

of the Expert Panel’s 59 

recommendations dealt 

with water and water 

related issues, but how 

does it affect my job/issue? 

High level strategy, but what does it 

mean for where the rubber hits the 

road? How should local decision 

makers best respond? 



Preparing for Climate Change or Current Climate? 

Effects from 

changes in climate 

are already being 

felt 

Past conditions 
will not apply in 
the future 

Accept that 
conditions are 
changing, but: by 
how much, where, 
what are the 
consequences, 
and what are my 
options? 

What do we 
know/don’t 
know? 
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Balancing the tools and knowledge required is a challenge





Listening to LACs: What are our 

challenges/problems: 
 Baseline information: More complete/updated data-sets 

for climate, IDF curves, stream characterization, 
stormwater systems, floodplain mapping, vulnerable 
groups, policy environment, standards and best practices 

 Climate Change Information: Climate Change Scenarios, 
hydrologic effects, IDF curves, current practices and future 
adaptation (e.g. pipe size, low impact development, water 
takings, intake areas) 

 Guidance and Tools: to assess climate change impacts, 
effects, risks, vulnerability and effectiveness of adaptation 
options 

 Case studies: learning from others, sharing information, 
experiences and responsibility so we don’t have to reinvent 
the wheel when making more informed, economically 
justified and effective adaptation decisions 



Performance Measures 

• LACs: Information exchange and information 

sharing today and in the future 

• Demonstrate that each LAC is:  

– Able to use the Gateway to discover data and 

information 

– Using the Gateway to obtain data and information 

– Able to use the data and information to make more 

informed decisions regarding adaptation to climate 

change 

 Outputs and Outcomes: Using the Gateway, 

leading to more sustainable and resilient 

communities and watersheds 



Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority…. 



Climate Change Risks to Water-related Issues and 
Adaptation Options 


